Family caregiving of hospitalized patients. Caregiver and nurse perceptions at admission and discharge.
To ensure patients will be discharged to stable, health-promoting home environments, nurses must understand family caregivers' perceptions of the patients' needs and problems in caring for them. At the time patients were admitted to and discharged from the hospital, there was little agreement between family caregivers and nurses about the kinds of things caregivers needed to care for older patients or about problems that might prevent the continuation of caregiving. There was slightly more overall agreement between family care-givers and admission nurses than discharge nurses, despite the fact that discharge nurses reported spending more time with patients and being more knowledgeable about them. Future discharge planning models should build opportunities for nurses to communicate with other health care colleagues who can contribute to a more accurate and complete picture of patients' and family caregivers' needs and problems in the transition from hospital to home.